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Figure 2: Beet seed yield.

Darrell Hagerty Farms Organic Green Bean Trial Utilizing WSDA organic compost provided by Lenz Enterprises, WSU
Snohomish County in partnership with the Snohomish Conservation District examined the effect of compost on organic green bean yield at Darrell
Hagerty Farms. As the second largest organic farmer in western Washington, Darrell is a key participant for the compost trials program. Compost was

applied at a rate of 6.5 dry ton/acre in five treatment rows. Pelleted chicken manure and Nutra
Organic Green Bean Yield

Darrell Hagerty Farm Compost Trial 2014 -rich fertilizer was applied evenly across all plots.

Over the growing season, Darrell’s field saw
significant weed pressure although some
replications showed larger green bean plants
compared to the business-as-usual control.
Green bean harvest took place on 8/6/2014.
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Green beans were removed from the plants in

three subsamples per rep and marketable beans

were separated. Looking at the marketable

beans only, compost resulted in a statistically

significant 19% (.64 ton/acre) increase in yield (Fig. 3) which translates to a $312/acre gross
Figure 3: Organic green bean yield. increase in profit for Darrell. At this application rate (24.8 cu yd/acre) and including spreading

expenses such as labor, fuel, and machinery, the break-even point for Darrell is $12.58 per cubic yard of compost, delivered and applied.
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Figure 4: Cucumber yield.
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