
YOUR TUKWILA

Recycling Guide  
for Businesses

Waste Management is pleased to 

provide these guidelines to help 

make it easier for you to use our 

services. 

Visit our website  

wmnorthwest.com/tukwila  

for more tips on how to Think Green.

Please save and post  

for easy reference.



SERVICE INFORMATION

RECYCLINGGARBAGE

Contact Waste Management 
wmnorthwest.com/tukwila 

1-855-TUKWILA (885-9452)

Monday-Friday 7 a.m. – 5 p.m.,  

Saturday 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Our Customer Service Center is here to help:

Missed collection

Missing/damaged containers

Sign up or change collection services

Rates, billing and service information

Bulky item pick-up service

Construction/demolition containers

Disabled service

Información en español

Weather Delay?
If weather conditions prevent safe collection, up to twice as 

much material will be collected at no extra charge on your 

next regular collection day for each container not emptied. 

No credits are issued for collection delays due to weather.

Visit wmnorthwest.com/weatherboard

for information on weather-related service delays.



STEPS TO RECYCLING SUCCESS
Recycling is an easy way to keep valuable natural resources out of the landfill, but recycling only works with your help. 

To keep the recycling system “healthy,” follow these simple steps:

1. Is it recyclable?? Check your Tukwila Recycling Guide. 

 Yes! It’s on the list!  

 Proceed to Step #2

2. Prepare your recyclables for a new life:

 
Reuse bags, discard in the garbage or take to a grocery store for recycling.

 
Visit the Community Recycling Resources pages for plastic wrap and packaging foam recycling 
options.

3.  Do not put bagged recyclables into cart — empty out recyclables into cart loose 
Empty paper bags okay in recycling cart; empty plastic bags go in the garbage or back to a grocery 
store for recycling.

 Thank you for doing your part to recycle right!

Don’t see it?                                                

email  recyclenw@wm.com

call 1-855-TUKWILA  

 (885-9452)

1-855-TUKWILA (885-9452)         wmnorthwest.com/tukwila



RECYCLING
Empty your clean recyclables out of bags and boxes into your recycling or container.

Clean paper 
Newspaper, inserts

Mail, envelopes

ood boxes 
Remove liners

Paperback books

Magazines, catalogs, 
phone books 

Non-foil wrapping paper

Paper cups

Juice boxes, milk, 
soy milk and broth 
containers

Plastic bottles, 
jugs, tubs 

and more 

Milk, juice and soda bottles

Yogurt, dairy and 
margarine tubs 

Shampoo and conditioner 
bottles

Window, bathroom 
and kitchen cleaner bottles 

Detergent and fabric 
softener bottles

Pill bottles 
No prescription vials

Bagged plastic bags 
and clean plastic film 
E.g. Saran™ wrap

Plastic plant pots, 
5-gallon buckets. 
Lids at least 3 inches in diameter 
can be included loose in recycling

Shredded paper is allowed in recycling if bagged 

together in clear plastic bag. Shredded paper is 

also accepted loose in grey compost cart.

FREE 
RECYCLING



Take all non-empty 

aerosol cans to a 

hazardous waste  

drop-off site. See  

www.hazwastehelp.org 

or call 206-296-4692 

for details.

Cardboard
Flatten all boxes

Glass jars 

and bottles
Labels okay

Aluminum 

and tin cans 
Soda cans

Metal food cans

Empty, non-toxic 
aerosol cans.

Recycling Guidelines

  Empty and rinse out all food residue.  

Remove all lids. Labels do not need to be removed.

 Put items directly into cart. Not in bags or boxes.  
Extra recyclables? At no extra charge, place extra recyclables in a bin or cardboard box    

 next to your recycling cart.

Recycling collection is provided/included with your garbage subscription at no additional cost! 

    If you’d like to sign up for recycling collection, please call 1-855-TUKWILA (885-9452).
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Scrap metal 

and clean foil
Small non-working metal 
appliances, pots, tools, 
foil trays, aluminum foil. 
Limit 2 ft. x 2 ft. x 2 ft., 35 lbs. 
No wood, plastic, or rubber 
attachments; no sharp metal.

FREE



COMPOST | FOOD SCRAPS AND YARD DEBRIS 
These items go in your grey compost cart.

No plastic, glass, metal, liquids, 

cooking oil or pet waste.

Sign up for compost service at 

wmnorthwest.com/tukwila or call 1-855-TUKWILA (885-9452)

Plants, flowers 
and yard debris 
Houseplants no pots 

Grass clippings, weeds 

Twigs, branches, roots 
from pruning 

Leaves, tree branches 
Under 4 feet long, 
4 inches in diameter

Holiday trees
Remove all decorations
from trees. Under 4 feet long, 
4 inches in diameter

Jack-o-lanterns 
Remove candles

Food scraps 
and leftovers 

Leftovers

Bread, pasta, grains 
and beans

Eggshells, nutshells

Coffee filters and grounds

Tea bags and tea leaves

Meat, fish, poultry

Dairy products such as 
yogurt and cheese

Wooden utensils
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Did you know?  

processed into compost and sold 

locally at home and garden stores. 

Uncoated paper 
Greasy paper or pizza boxes 

Napkins

Shredded paper

Soiled paper containers

Uncoated non-shiny 

paper plates 

Waxed paper, waxed 
cardboard

Paper bags

Approved compostable 
packaging.* 

*See gogreenscene.com for details.

Collect food scraps. It’s easy to do. 

Empty collected food scraps into your grey compost cart. Your compost cart will be picked up weekly 

on your collection day.

Extra Yard Debris: There is a charge for extra yard debris. Put extra yard waste in brown paper yard bags 

or 32-gallon containers with handles and lids (65 lb. limit). Label “yard”. Use brown paper yard bags to 

A stylish 

compost 

pail.

A reusable kitchen 

container, such as 

an old pitcher.

Visit recyclefood.com for a list 

of compostable bag retailers in 

your community.

A paper bag or 

an approved 

compostable bag.



Collect Food Scraps! 

Kitchen Compost Tips

✶  

✶ Minimize odors and pests in your kitchen by storing food scraps 
in refrigerator or freezer

✶ Keep your compost pail or pitcher clean by lining with 
newspaper, paper towels or an approved compostable bag

✶ Store kitchen compost pail or container on countertop, in 
refrigerator or under sink for easy access

✶ Minimize odors and pests in your curbside compost cart by 
layering food scraps with yard debris
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Help Keep Compost O’Natural!

Remove all PLASTIC from food and food packaging before placing food scraps in your curbside 

compost cart, including:

 produce stickers

 twist-ties

 plastic bags

 plastic containers

Keep out glass and metal from the kitchen or the garden

Double-bag all pet waste, cat litter and pet bedding and place in the garbage

Only use compostable bags that have been tested and approved by local composters

http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/garbage-recycling/biodegradable-bags.asp 

It’s easy to keep compost garbage-free:

he garbage

y local composters

iodegradable-bags.asp 



Non-recyclable 
glass 

Mirrors, window glass

Ceramics, dishes 

Incandescent and halogen 
light bulbs only 
Fluorescent light bulbs 
need special disposal. 
See What Do I Do With? page.

Non-recyclable 
paper 

Disposable wipes

Hardcover books

Dirty paper

GARBAGE
Bag all garbage and put in your garbage container.

Donate hardcover 

books to a local 

charity or school.

Non-recyclable 
plastic 

containers

Caps, small lids 
Smaller than 3 inches in diameter

Empty motor oil and 
antifreeze containers 

Plastic plates and utensils 

Empty prescription vials 

Garden hoses

Disposable diapers

Straws

Shiny snack wrappers, 
condiment packets

Bows and ribbons



Non-recyclable 
metal 

Caps, lids 
Less than 3 inches in diameter 

Empty oil containers

Empty latex paint cans* 
Remove lids. Dry, hardened 
paint only.

Soiled foil 

Sharp or greasy metal

Clothes hangers

Small non-working 
appliances 
Microwaves, coffee makers, etc.
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Extra Garbage

Garbage charges are based on container size. There is a charge for extra  
garbage that doesn’t fit in your container with the lid closed. If your garbage container lid is open  
more than 6 inches, there will be a charge for extra garbage. 

Bulky items such as mattresses, large appliances and building materials can be picked up by special 
arrangement for a fee. Call 1-855-TUKWILA

Cart Weight Limits: 

Please:  

 Bag all garbage. 

 Double bag pet waste, pet litter, packing peanuts, vacuum dust, sawdust and cold ashes.

*LATEX PAINT CAN PREPARATION:

Latex paint is no longer considered 

hazardous waste. It can be placed in 

your garbage if it is solidified first. Mix 

in cat litter, shredded paper, sawdust 

or paint hardener. Once paint no longer 

flows, leave the lid off the can, bag it 

and place it in your garbage container.

Clean metal that is not 

greasy or sharp may be 

placed in the recycling. 

Other  
garbage 
Broken office supplies 

Condiment packages

Personal hygiene products

Double bag:

Cold ashes

Vacuum bags and dust  

Packing peanuts

Pet waste



WHAT DO I DO WITH? 
Some items such as medical wastes, fluorescent tubes, needles, fuel tanks, electronics 

and chemicals are hazardous and are not allowed in garbage. They require special 

handling as indicated below.

Mercury-containing products 

Mercury switches, thermometers, thermostats

hazwastehelp.org | 

Fluorescent tubes

 Mail-in tube recycling: 

 wmlamptracker.com | 

Takeitbacknetwork.org

Large appliances 

King County’s What Do I Do With? 

  kingcounty.gov/whatdoidowith

Needles/syringes 

 Take syringes to a pharmacy. 

 Call ahead for hours and restrictions.

Mail-in sharps disposal:  

wmlamptracker.com 

Foam blocks and packing peanuts, 

 Business Hazardous Waste 

hazwastehelp.org 

Batteries 

Rechargeable, alkaline, button, 

lead acid automobile

Local Hazardous Waste Management  

Program of King County: 

 hazwastehelp.org  

Mail-in battery recycling: 

 wmlamptracker.com 

Latex Paint

Latex paint is no longer considered  

hazardous waste. It can be placed in your  

garbage if it is solidified first. Mix in cat  

litter, shredded paper, sawdust or paint  



toilets, tires and more  

Takeitbacknetwork.org

 | 

King County’s What Do I Do With? | 206-296-4466

Electronics  

EWC Group 

  | ewastecenter.com

RE-PC

 | email: REPC@REPC.com 

 REPC.com

   hardener. Once paint no longer flows, leave the 

lid off the can, bag it and place it in your regular 

garbage.

Oil-based paint, chemicals, pesticides, 

propane tanks and auto fluids

lhwmp.org | 

Unwanted medicines  

Takebackyourmeds.org

Industrial Materials Exchange (IMEX)  

imex@kingcounty.gov | 
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Mail-in Recycling

Waste Management’s LampTracker program offers 

environmentally friendly, safe and simple mail-in recycling 

fluorescent tubes, batteries, sharps, medical wastes, ink 

cartridges and other items by calling 1-855-TUKWILA 

(885-9452).

These prepaid services include recycling containers, 

shipping and recycling certificates.

Visit wmlamptracker.com for more information.

COMPREHENSIVE LOCAL  
RECYCLING DATABASES

“What Do I Do With…?”

kingcounty.gov/whatdoidowith

Washington State Recycling Database

1800recycle.wa.gov

Still not sure? Email Waste Management with 

recyclenw@wm.com 



Recycling  

is FREE!

DID YOU KNOW?

Recycling free for your business! By right-sizing 

your garbage service, and recycling everything 

that can be recycled, your business can save 

money! 

Call Waste Management today at 

1-855-TUKWILA  

increase recycling service.         
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Going Green is Easy!

FREE Recycling Materials & Educational Services

The City of Tukwila and Waste Management have teamed up to provide FREE recycling 

education materials and services for your business!  

Our goal is to help encourage participation in your recycling program by providing you 

and your tenants or employees with the right tools and materials. 

email recyclenw@wm.com or contact Waste Management Customer Service at 

1-855-TUKWILA. 



wmnorthwest.com/tukwila

Información en español

1-855-TUKWILA (885-9452)

Online Billing: www.wm.com/pay-my-bill 

RECYCLING FREE 
FOR BUSINESSES!

Sign Up for Recycling 

Collection Today! 

  

Recycling  

collection is included with 

your garbage subscription 

at no additional cost! 

If you’d like to sign up for 

recycling collection, please call 

1-855-TUKWILA  


